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U.  Si  DifiiX Of 


The  active  deniand  for  serviceable  pelts  of  all  f  ®/°2se 

T^rices  received  for  badger  skina  have  resulted  in  many  attempts  to  ra 
raSrsTnTI^tlvlty.  fhe  cost  of  so  producing  these  ' 

ceeds  the  returns,  from  their  sale.  Badger  Fi^^farln-  .  ’ 

iTS:  SpSL:r:ar:hif  iTj^ais  stand  p;n  conditions 
satisfactorily. 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION 


The  badger  Is  one  of  the  larger  members  of  the  J 

has  a  broad,  heavy  body  and  a  short,  muscular 

small  and  piloted,  and  the  ears  are  small  and  rounded.  The  forelegs  are 
short  powLful,  and  well  developed,  with  claws  more  than  an  Inch  1 
lengti  Ld  well  adapted  to  burrowing.  The  hind  legs  are  small  and  the 

claws  short. 


This  WendTtraTellowLl'^vhtLTrth^under  side 

I:  -- 

SLX^Jfiesfr SLTTS:  STL:r™n:ierr  to^the  middle 
of  March. 


PENS  AND  DENS 


Several  kinds  of  pens  and  dene  can  be  used  for  raising  badgers. 
While  no  definite  plan  of  const.ouctlon  has  been 

ic.,.ntal  rules  -U a  ;  /  ,  ,  as  to  j-eep  the  animals 

er.-rercise,  ana  one  -  o....- u-.t- 

irom  escaping-  Thr.  i  too 


'•lOc  Ul  be  either  of  concrete  or  of  earth 
covered  with  --y  voven^wlre,  ^su^^as  ^ 

eUhS  ab”ror  telov'thi  iu-iace  of  the  ground.  The  pens  should  be  on 
well -drained  soil,  with  both  shade  and  sunlxght . 


i/  Formerly  Wildlife  Leaflet  203  issued  by  the 
~  Department  of  the  interior . 


Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 


FEEDING 


1.  ' 


Badgers  in  the  wild  subsist -'4airgely^' on' ':^oTuh^'  j;sqia.iirreL'  and  other 
small  animals.  In  captivity  their  Idod- 'may .'cons ist  of^  a  mix'^ure  of 
cereals,  milk,  eggs,  and  meat.  The  definite  quantity  of  food  required 
has  not  been  determined  but  it  is  usually  safe  to  give  as  much  as  the 
animals  will  readily  clean  up.  The  ration  used  on  most  fox  farms  appears 
to  be  suitable.  Feeding-.only;  Once' daily_  is'- satisfactory .  In  cold  climates 
more  food  is  usually  required  prior  to  hibernation" than  at  other  times. 


BREEDING 


There  Is  a  conflict  of  testimony  as  to  the  time  of  breeding.  Some 
has  asserted  that  it  is  in  fall,  others'  that  it  occurs'  during "March 
and  April.  The  breeding  season  and  the  length  of  the  gestation  period 
will  remain  in  doubt,  until  further  series  of  experiments  and  observations 
have  been  made..  It  is  known,  however,  that’  only  one  litter  a  year  is 
produced,  usually  in  May  or  June.  The  number  in  the 'litter  may  vary  from 
one  to  seven,  though  it  probably  averages  about  four. 
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